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Sustainable development has become a critical goal for institutions worldwide, necessitating com-
prehensive strategies that address the complex interplay between economic growth, environmental
protection, and social equity. This research explores the institutional strategies for sustainable develop-
ment, emphasizing the importance of a multi-dimensional approach to foster a more sustainable and
equitable future. One of the primary strategies adopted by institutions is the integration of sustainability
into their core policies and practices. This involves setting clear, measurable goals aligned with the
principles of sustainable development. Institutions often develop sustainability frameworks that guide
decision-making processes, ensuring that environmental, social, and economic considerations are bal-
anced. The objective of research deals with the studying of case of development of institutional based
strategy on example of Agriculture and Fisheries Strategy 2030 of Estonia. Estonian agriculture has
undergone significant changes since the 1990s as a result of reforms, political and legislative changes.
The need to develop a comprehensive national Strategy is due to the influence of a number of global
trends in sectors related to agriculture, fishing and the food industry. These transformations are related
to the dynamics of incomes, new technologies related to agriculture, the state of the environment,
changes in consumer attitudes, trade liberalization, energy and urbanization. As a result, there is an
increase in consumption of agricultural products and trade, intensification and concentration of produc-
tion. The strategy is focused on using Estonia’s existing competitive advantages related to its existing
resource base and geographical location. Compared to other EU countries, Estonia is well endowed
with biological resources, but the bottleneck is the low added value of exports of low-processed prod-
ucts. An important vector in the agro-bioeconomy is related to the recycling of waste and by-products,
which is not popular in Estonia. For the implementation of relevant biotechnological solutions, it is
necessary to coordinate research and development, as well as knowledge transfer.
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Cmayiuli po38UmMokK cmas KpUmu4HO BaX/1UBOK Memoto 07151 iIHemumyuyidi y BcbOMY C8imi, Wo suMa-
2a€ KOMI/IEKCHUX cmpameaill, siKi Bpaxosytomb CK/I1aoHy B3aEMOOIK0 MK €KOHOMIYHUM 3pocmaH-
HSM, 3aXUCMOM HaBKO/IUWHBL020 cepedosuLya ma coyiasibHoK cripased/iusicmio. Lije docslioxeHHs
rpucssyeHe BUBHEHHIO IHemumyuyiliHux cmpameaili cmasio2o po3sumky U MioKpec/Ioe Baxx/IuBICMb
6a2amosuMipHo20 ridxody 0715 crpusiHHS BTk cmilikomy MaltibymHbomy. OOHIEH 3 OCHOBHUX Cmpa-
meeil, siKi BUKOPUCMOBYIOMb YCMAaHoBU, € iHmMezpayisi Cmasio2o PO3BUMKY 8 IXHi OCHOBHI MO/IMUKU
ma rpakmuku. Lie sKk/ito4ae BCMaHOB/EHHS HimKUX, BUMIPIOBaHUX yired, y3200)KeHuUX 3 MpuHyunamu
cmasio2o po3sumky. Mema OOC/IOKEHHST ro/1s2ae y BUBYEHHI BUNMAaoKy PO3POBKU cmpameaii Ha
IHemumyuitiHit ocHosi Ha npukaadi Cmpameaii CinbCbko20 20crodapcmsa ma pubasscmsa EcmoHir
Ha 2030 pik. EcmoHcbKe CinlbCbke 20crnodapcmso 3a3Hasio 3Ha4YHUX 3MiH 3 1990-x pokiB BHAC/IOOK
pechopm, MoAIMUYHUX Ma 3aKOHO0aBYUX 3MiH. HeobXiOHICmb pO3POOKU KOMI/IEKCHOI HayioHa/IbHOT
cmpameaii 06yMog/ieHa B/IUBOM HU3KU 2/106a/1bHUX MeHOeHUil y cekmopax, nos'sisaHux i3 Ciflb-
CbKUM 20Cr100apcmBsoM, pubasibCmsoM ma Xap4oB0H npoMuc/1osicmio. Lii mpaHcghopmayii mos'siaHi
3 QuHamIKoro 00X00i8, HOBUMU MEXHO/I02ISMU, CMaHOM HaBKOUWHB020 cepedosulya, 3MIHOH Crio-
JKUBHUX Hacmpois, nibepanizayiero mopais/i, eHepeemukoo ma ypbaHizayieto. B pesyssmami yux
POYecis 3pocmae CrioxusaHHs1 CijibCbK020Cr00apChbKOi MPodykyii ma mopeaie/isi, iHmeHcucbikayis ma
KOHYyeHmpayisi supobHuymsa. Cmpamezisi 30cepedxeHa Ha BUKOPUCMaHHI ICHYHYUX KOHKYPEHMHUX
repesaz Ecmowii, nos'sa3aHux 3 i pecypcHoro 6a3oro ma 2eoepaghidHuM posmatuysaHHsIM. [opIBHSIHO
3 iHwuMmu KpaiHamu €C, EcmoHisi dobpe 3abe3nedeHa biosoeidHuMU pecypcamu, ase By3bKUM Mic-
yem € HuU3bka dodaHa sapmicmb eKcriopmy HU3bKOMepepob/ieHol npodykyii. Baxuiusuli Bekmop 8
aspobioexoHoMIYi Mos'a3aHuli 3 MepepobKoto BiOX00i8 ma rMobiYHUX MPOOGYKMIB, WO He € NOMy/ISPHUM
8 Ecmowii. [1/151 BrpoBadeHHs1 BIONOBIOHUX 6IOMEXHO/OIYHUX pilleHb HeOBXIOHO KOOPOUHYsamu
HayK0B0-00C/1iOHI pobomu, a makoX mpaHcghep 3HaHb, W0 BPaxo8aHo y BIOMosIoHIli cmpameail.
KntouoBi cnoBa: cmayiuli po3sumox, ycmaHosu, noslimuku, cmpameaisi.

Introduction. Sustainable development has
become a critical goal for institutions worldwide,
necessitating comprehensive  strategies that
address the complex interplay between economic
growth, environmental protection, and social equity.
This research explores the institutional strategies
for sustainable development, emphasizing the

importance of a multi-dimensional approach to foster
a more sustainable and equitable future. One of
the primary strategies adopted by institutions is the
integration of sustainability into their core policies
and practices. This involves setting clear, measurable
goals aligned with the principles of sustainable
development. Institutions often develop sustainability
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frameworks that guide decision-making processes,
ensuring that environmental, social, and economic
considerations are balanced. For instance, adopting
sustainable procurement policies that prioritize
environmentally friendly and socially responsible
products can significantly reduce an institution's
ecological footprint and promote ethical practices
across supply chains.

Policy advocacy and engagement are also key
components of institutional strategies for sustainable
development. Institutions actively participate in policy
dialogues and advocate for regulatory frameworks
that promote sustainability. By influencing policy at
local, national, and international levels, institutions
can create enabling environments for sustainable
development. This includes advocating for policies
that incentivize renewable energy adoption,
sustainable land use, and the protection of natural
resources. Institutions also work to ensure that
policies are inclusive and equitable, addressing the
needs and rights of marginalized and vulnerable
populations.

Literature review. In our previous studies we
have explored the theoretical underpinnings of
national strategic innovation security, emphasizing
the need for comprehensive policy frameworks to
support innovation ecosystems. This review provides
insight into how countries can safeguard and promote
innovation as a core component of national security
[1]. In research [2] we have examined the conceptual
aspects of institutional and technological design.
His work highlights the importance of robust
institutional frameworks and technological
advancements in fostering innovation within various
sectors, including agriculture.

The European Commission's 2023 overview of
Estonia's CAP Strategic Plan outlines the country's
agricultural priorities and funding mechanisms.
This plan is pivotal in directing EU funds towards
sustainable  agricultural  practices and rural
development in Estonia [3]. The strategic plans for
Estonia and Latvia, worth €3.8 billion, have been
approved under the Common Agricultural Policy for
2023-27. This significant investment aims to enhance
agricultural productivity and sustainability in the
region [4]. The Directorate-General for Agriculture and
Rural Development has approved the CAP Strategic
Plans for Estonia and Latvia, focusing on aligning
local agricultural practices with EU-wide sustainability
goals [5; 6].

The European Commission's 2020 report on
financial needs in Estonia's agriculture and agri-food
sectors identifies key areas requiring investment
to boost competitiveness and innovation. This
assessment is crucial for shaping targeted financial
support mechanisms [8]. Eurostat's 2019 publication
provides comprehensive data on agriculture, forestry,
and fisheries, offering a statistical backdrop to

understand the sector's evolution and current status
in Estonia [9]. Gonzalez-Corzo (2013) discusses
Estonia's post-Soviet agricultural reforms, drawing
lessons for countries like Cuba. His analysis sheds
light on the challenges and successes of transitioning
to a market-oriented agricultural system [10]. Gruere,
Shigemitsu, and Crawford (2020) evaluate changes
in agriculture and water policy, aligning them with
OECD and G20 recommendations. Their work
is instrumental in understanding policy evolution
and its impact on sustainable agriculture [11].
Jorgensen (2005) investigates subsistence farming
in re-independent Estonia, noting the expansion of
private plots and its implications for rural livelihoods
and agricultural productivity [12]. Jirgenson
(2016) addresses land reform and fragmentation
issues in Estonia, proposing future consolidation
strategies to enhance land use efficiency and
agricultural output [13].

The Ministry of Regional Affairs and Agriculture's
2023 strategy outlines Estonia's long-term vision for
agriculture and fisheries, focusing on sustainability,
food safety, and rural development [14; 15]. OECD's
2018 report on Estonia's agricultural innovation
system provides an in-depth analysis of the factors
driving productivity and sustainability in the agricultural
sector, highlighting the role of innovation [16; 17].
The OECD's 2019 country note on Estonia reviews
the main characteristics and evolution of water and
agriculture policies over a decade, underscoring
the integration of sustainable practices [18]. Rasva
and Jurgenson (2022) explore the concentration of
agricultural land in Estonia and potential containment
strategies, discussing the implications for rural
development and land use policies [19]. Unwin
(1997) examines agricultural restructuring and
integrated rural development in Estonia, providing
historical context and analysis of the policies aimed
at revitalizing rural areas [20]. The World Bank's
1997 update on Estonia's agricultural and forestry
policies offers a comprehensive review of policy
changes and their impacts on the sector, providing
a historical perspective on Estonia's transition to
modern agricultural practices [21].

The objective of research deals with the studying
of case of development of institutional based strategy
on example of Agriculture and Fisheries Strategy
2030 of Estonia.

Main material. The agricultural sector plays
an important role in the economy of Estonia. The
agricultural sector not only provides food security, but
is also a source of income for a significant proportion
of the country's population, especially in rural areas.
The agricultural sector plays an important role in
maintainingbiodiversityandsustainableenvironmental
management. As a part of the EU, Emtonia strives to
use environmentally sustainable production methods,
which helps to preserve the environment and improve
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the quality of agricultural products. The agricultural
sector is an important factor in the development
of tourism in the country. Tourists are attracted by
beautiful rural landscapes, environmentally friendly
products and get to know the local culture by visiting
farms. Thus, the agricultural sector is not only a key
element of the Estonian economy, but also contributes
to its sustainable development, social stability and
resource conservation.

Estonian agriculture has undergone significant
changes since the 1990s as a result of reforms,
political and legislative changes (OECD, 2018a).

The study (Unwin, 1997) carried out a retrospective
analysis of rural development, land reform and
privatization of collective farms. The study focuses on
expanding alternative sources of income available to
rural residents. According to the author, an integrated
approach to the development of rural areas is the
most promising for the future economic viability of
rural areas (Gonzalez-Corzo, 2013).

Report (Worldbank Natural Resources Mana-
gement Division, 1997) summarized the features of
Estonia's agrarian policy and progress up to 1996,
and also included a set of proposals for further actions
at the national level in the agrarian sphere:

“(1) maintaining an open market-oriented
agriculture sector by continuing commitment to
liberalized prices and markets, and becoming a
trading center for the Baltic states;

(2) accelerating land reform and coordinating
activities like cadaster registration and restitution,
introducing financial incentives, developing a
framework for a functioning land market, disposing of
state land, upgrading the farm drainage infrastructure,
allowing for more foreign participation, and removing
controls on land rents;

(3) becoming internationally competitive in
agroprocessing, and increasing efficiency in
agricultural service delivery, removing preferences
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and opening up to foreign capital investments,
establishing farmers' machine cooperatives, and
upgrading agro-processing to European Union (EU)
standards;

(4) setting up sustainable rural financial services
training financial services staff and farmers,
supporting private banking, phasing out interest rate
subsidies for rural lending, and developing a rural
guarantee fund;

(5) establishing a strategic framework to assist
the rural sector by accelerating private sector driven
technological changes, setting up a research funding
system and demand-driven agricultural education,
focusing on rural poverty and regional development,
improving and developing advisory services, and
monitoring food quality to meet EU standards”.

It was important to reform traditional relations
during the country's transition to a market-based
private economy. In Estonia, land reform was
evolutionary and supported the widest possible
range of interest groups (Jirgenson, 2016; Rasva &
Jurgenson, 2022). According to the Estonian Land
Board (Estonian Land Board, 2015), in 2014, 93% of
the territory of Estonia was reformed.

Now Estonia’s agriculture mainly produces milk,
cereals, forage plants, oilseeds, cattle and pigs
(Eurostat, 2019).

At the same time, in view of the relatively short
period of transformations, the country has a number of
disproportions in the development of the agricultural
sector (Figure 1-2).

Estonia Common Agricultural Policy 2023-2027

The European Commission presented the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reform project in
2018. Its purpose was to improve the mechanisms
of the EU policy on agriculture. Based on the results
of discussions by the European Parliament, the EU
Council and the European Commission, the CAP
was adopted on December 2, 2021. As part of this

Small-sized farms

B Medium-sized farms
B Large-sized farms
b) by farm size

Figure 1. Financing gap in the agriculture sector (European Commission, 2020)
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Figure 2. Financing gap in the agri-food sector

Source: (European Commission, 2020)

initiative, Estonia submitted proposals for a CAP
strategic plan on January 2, 2022 after consultation
with stakeholders.

The implementation of CAP has led to the
transformation of the sector, leading to higher levels
of productivity while reducing the negative impact on
the environment. The advantage of the country, which
forms the potential for the sector, is the high level
of education and research institutions. It potentially
promotes innovation in agriculture. The country's
problem is that it is difficult for agro-food companies
to implement research projects. Human resources
for agriculture is a problem due to the growing
shortage of labor and relevant skills in rural areas.
Further innovation and adaptation are needed to
sustain and develop agriculture and food production
in Estonia.

Although the agricultural sector in Estonia is open
to innovative solutions, it faces a limited number of
crops due to the climate. According to information
of Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural
Development (2024) the primary sector (agriculture,
forestry and fishing) forms 2.5% of Estonia's total
GVA, whichis more thanthe EU average. Cereal crops
account for about 50% of agricultural production,
of which the share of cereals is almost half. Animal
husbandry accounts for slightly more than 40%, the
main contribution to milk production (23% of total
agricultural production).

Theimportance ofthe Planfor Estoniais determined
by the existing disparities in the development of the
country's economy. Approximately 82% of the territory
of Estonia belongs to rural areas, where about 44.5%
of the population lives. About 11,300 farms with an
average size of 87 hectares have been created in the
country. Forests occupy about 50%, and agricultural
land occupies almost 25% of the territory of Estonia.

Agricultural land is mainly cultivated by extensive
methods, and only about 23% of it is managed
organically (EU Commission, 2023).

According to information of Directorate-General
for Agriculture and Rural Development (2022)
Estonia will direct up to 45% of the total funding of
the CAP plan to support the income sustainability
of farmers and rural businesses. It should be noted
that small and medium-sized farms will also receive
support. The relevance of these approaches is
important in view of the tradition, in particular
agricultural production based on family farms played
a significant role in Estonia and over the 20th century
(Jorgensen, 2005).

From the environmental dimension, the Estonian
plan envisages 456 million euros of the CAP budget
for projects focused on environmental and climate
goals. The priority will be the absorption of carbon,
biodiversity, valuable meadows. A separate section
is focused on education in the field of sustainable
production. 23% of agricultural land for organic
farming will receive support. According to the results
of the package of support, measures and projects,
Estonia plans to provide 1,250 new jobs in rural areas.
Taking into account the national context, attention will
be paid to young farmers, which will contribute to
solving the problems of aging in rural areas and in the
agricultural sector in general.

Estonia’s CAP Strategic Plan is focused on
expanding the income of rural businesses and
increasing the sustainability of agriculture by This
is planned to be achieved through the allocation of
730 million euros (approximately 45% of the total
funding of the plan). In general, 98% of agriculture
will be covered by types of support. For example,
small and medium farms as an important component
agricultural sector will receive higher support than
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farms with an average size. The plan will provide
additional production-related support (per hectare or
per animal) for sectors facing certain challenges.

Let's note the trend when Estonian producers of
agricultural products are ready to join cooperatives
to participate in food quality programs. Although the
number of cooperatives has grown exponentially
in recent years, 80% of cooperatives operating in
the market are small and still have a weak market
position, providing little added value. Estonia's plan
will further promote cooperation between primary
producers to strengthen their position in the value
chain, support the development of recognized
producer organizations and producer participation in
food quality schemes.

The plan is expected to provide some kinds of
support to approximately 5,400 farmers. The support
is aimed at increasing the competitiveness and quality
of production in cattle, sheep, fruit, vegetable and
field crops sectors. It is important that the Plan will
contribute to the fact that 120 projects of producers of
agricultural products and food enterprises will receive
simplified access to financing through loans with
preferential conditions.

Related initiatives

In the context of water management, in particular
for agricultural use, River Basin Management Plans
(RBMPS) for the three river basin districts is adopted
in Estonia. They are also associated in 2019 new
consolidated Water Act was adopted. New Water Act
provides some actions in fertilization with manure
outside of the Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ). Water
protection tasks are included in the several Rural
Development Plan (RDP) measures, and separate
water protection measures were added to the RDP
2014-2020 (OECD, 2019).

Agriculture and Fisheries Strategy 2030

The need to develop a comprehensive national
Strategy is due to the influence of a number of global
trends in sectors related to agriculture, fishing and
the food industry. These transformations are related
to the dynamics of incomes, new technologies
related to agriculture, the state of the environment,
changes in consumer attitudes, trade liberalization,
energy and urbanization. As a result, there is an
increase in consumption of agricultural products
and trade, intensification and concentration of
production.

The strategy is focused on using Estonia's
existing competitive advantages related to its existing
resource base and geographical location. Compared
to other EU countries, Estonia is well endowed with
biological resources, but the bottleneck is the low
added value of exports of low-processed products.
An important vector in the agro-bioeconomy is related
to the recycling of waste and by-products, which is
not popular in Estonia. For the implementation of
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relevant biotechnological solutions, it is necessary
to coordinate research and development, as well
as knowledge transfer. In the case of Estonia, it
is necessary to intensify the involvement of the
agricultural andfisheries sectors and their value-added
bottlenecks, as well as the creation of biorefineries for
primary producers. Considering the agro-economic
potential of the country, it is worth paying attention to
the development of marine aquaculture and the use
of bio-raw materials from the marine industry.

According to Ministry of Regional Affairs and
Agriculture (2023) Estonian Agriculture and Fisheries
Strategy 2030 (Strategy) “aims to contribute to
increasing the competitiveness of agriculture, fisheries,
aquaculture and food industry sectors (e.g. cross-
sectoral cooperation in bio-economy), good plant and
animal health, improved soil conditions, food safety,
sustainable rural and coastal development, and the
maintenance of a clean environment and biodiversity”.
Strategy vision: “Estonian food is appreciated and it is
good to live in the countryside” (Ministry of Regional
Affairs and Agriculture, 2023).

The main objective of the Strategy is to prioritize
local food, healthy environment and biodiversity,
thriving food businesses and viable rural and coastal
communities at the national level. Strategy provides
for two sub-goals, that are linked to public budget
programs, which are aligned with the corresponding
eight areas with specific goals and areas of activity
focused on sustainable development, mitigation of
the consequences of climate change and adaptation
to them. The strategy has directions of horizontal
development that integrate the bioeconomy and
export, the environment and integrated development
of rural areas.

The logical scheme of Estonian Agriculture and
Fisheries Strategy 2030 is shown on Figure 3.

It is envisaged that the strategy will be
implemented on the basis of a partnership of actors
from the public, private and third sectors, as well as
research institutions engaged in agriculture, fisheries,
aquaculture, food, rural and coastal development.
Measures for the implementation of the Strategy will
be designed taking into account the strategy for the
dairy, meat, grain and horticulture and processing
industry sectors. The overall logic of Strategy is
to create a national food supply system with a
healthy environment and preserved biodiversity, the
functioning of thriving food businesses and viable
rural as well as coastal areas. It was determined that
the achievement of the goal is possible on the basis
of agriculture, fishing and food production sectors
that produce high quality products that are innovative
and produced in an environmentally friendly way. It
was identified that this involves greater cooperation
both within and between sectors, as well as the use of
research results and innovative technologies.
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AFS 2030 VISION
Estonian food is appreciated and it is good to live in the countryside!

OVERARCHING GOAL

Estonia's food is preferred, the environment and biodiversity are preserved, food businesses are successful and rural
and coastal communities are vibrant

SUB-OBJECTIVE
Smart and sustainable
agriculture, food production
and rural life, safe food and a
well-maintained environment

SUB-

OBJECTIVE
Sustainable fisheries that
ensure the competitiveness of
the fishing industry and the
sustainable management of
fish stocks

Food safety

Horizontal development themes
Bio-economy, export, environment and holistic rural development

Figure 3. Logical scheme of Estonian Agriculture and Fisheries Strategy 2030

Source: (Ministry of Regional Affairs and Agriculture, 2023)

The Strategy sets a number of target indicators
based on 2018-2020 levels and reflecting 8 key
directions (Figure 4).

The strategy is complex in nature and is based on
innovation component (OECD, 2018b). For example, the
achievement of the "Sustainable fisheries" goal involves:

1) research to assess the possibility of fishing and
fishing rules in balance with the stock;

2) technological measures (reduction of unwanted
by-catch, restoration of hatcheries, maintenance of
stocking sites);

3) creation of recreational fishing infrastructure
and environmental information;

4) improvement of monitoring and supervision of
fisheries, data exchange will be done electronically;

5) joint investments and initiatives that lead to
economies of scale and competitive advantages for
the industry;

6) implementation of environmentally friendly and
energy-saving technologies and other effective use of
aquaculture resources;

7) research program for the development of new
aquaculture along the entire value chain (growing,
processing, marketing);

8) new promising technologies and digital solutions
for productivity and value addition implementation;

9) development of consumer understanding of fish
consumption and aquaculture;

10) professional development and adaptation of
enterprises and employees to changes in society

(for example, digital skills; development), including in
the fisheries sector (for example, focusing on added
value in the value chain);

11) CLLD approach, which will allow taking
into account the specifics of fishing areas and
infrastructure, the valorization of catches and the
stimulation of the necessary forms of cooperation, as
well as the implementation of innovative activities in
various areas (for example, coastal tourism, marine
biotechnology, marine aquaculture).

To achieve the main objectives and targets in
respective areas, Strategy is integrated with the
following key development documents: "Estonia
2035" strategy, Estonian national strategy for
sustainable development "Sustainable Estonia 21",
Climate policy guidelines 2050, Climate Change
Adaption Development Plan Until 2030, Education
Strategy 2021-2035, Farm to Fork strategy for a fair,
healthy and environmentally-friendly food system,
Bioeconomy Strategy, The future of food and farming —
Communication on the Common Agricultural Policy
post-2020, EU Budget: the Common Agricultural
Policy beyond 2020.

Weaknesses and threats

The macroeconomic and sectoral analysis
conducted by us allowed us to identify a number of
weaknesses and threats to achieving the declared
goals of Estonia's agricultural policy.

First, it is worth noting the challenges associated
with soil degradation and loss of fertility. Estonian
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Figure 4. Targets of Estonian Agriculture and Fisheries Strategy 2030

Source: (Ministry of Regional Affairs and Agriculture, 2023)

agriculture is limited in the area of suitable land and
depends heavily on soil quality, but unbalanced agro-
industrial activities can lead to reduced fertility and
soil pollution.

Intensive use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers
can have a negative impact on the environment and
public health. Although the Estonian government
is taking steps to reduce the use of chemicals in
agriculture, this remains a problem, especially in
the context of preserving biodiversity and ecological
balance.

The low competitiveness of some branches
of agriculture, which is associated with climatic
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and geopolitical risks, can pose a problem for the
development of the sector as a whole. For example,
the small size of some farms and the lack of effective
infrastructure in the complex may make it difficult for
them to compete on the EU market.

Traditionally, the rural communities of Estonia face
the problem of the outflow of the population to the
cities, and the emigration of qualified personnel. This
can lead to a decrease in the number of labor force in
agriculture and complicate its development.

Another weakness of the agricultural policy is
related to the lack of sufficient financing and support
for small and medium-sized farms, especially in the
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context of the development of organic agriculture
and other sustainable and environmentally friendly
methods of growing products. Macroeconomic
problems in the country and the highest level of
inflation in the EU, in our opinion, are the reason for
the lack of funds to support the sector.

In general, to solve these problems, we can
propose an integrated approach based on cooperation
between the government and the private sector for
the development of sustainable agriculture in Estonia.

Conclusion. Institutional strategies for
sustainable development encompass a compre-
hensive and integrated approach. By embedding
sustainability into policies and practices, investing
in R&D, fostering education and capacity building,
promoting collaboration, advocating for supportive
policies, implementing robust monitoring and
reporting systems, aligning financial strategies,
and prioritizing community engagement and social
inclusion, institutions can drive meaningful progress
towards a sustainable and equitable future. This
multi-dimensional approach not only addresses the
environmental and social challenges of today but also
lays the foundation for a resilient and thriving world
for future generations.

Estonian agriculture has undergone significant
changes since the 1990s as a result of reforms,
political and legislative changes. The need to develop
a comprehensive national Strategy is due to the
influence of a number of global trends in sectors
related to agriculture, fishing and the food industry.
These transformations are related to the dynamics
of incomes, new technologies related to agriculture,
the state of the environment, changes in consumer
attitudes, trade liberalization, energy and urbanization.
As a result, there is an increase in consumption of
agricultural products and trade, intensification and
concentration of production. The strategy is focused
on using Estonia’'s existing competitive advantages
related to its existing resource base and geographical
location.
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